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Version M 
President Clinton's State of the Union address (an excerpt) 

Capitol Hill, January 27, 2000 
 

   
In 1992, we had a road map. Today, we have results.  
More important, America again has the confidence to dream big dreams.  But 

we must not let our renewed confidence grow into complacency.  We will be judged 
by the dreams and deeds we pass on to our children.  And on that score, we will be 
held to a high standard1, indeed.  Because our chance to do good is so great.  My 
fellow Americans, we have crossed the bridge we built to the 21st Century.  

Now, we must shape a 21st-Century American revolution — of  opportunity, 
responsibility, and community.  We must be, as we were in the beginning, a new nation.  At 
the dawn of the last century, Theodore Roosevelt said, "the one  characteristic more essential 
than any other is foresight. It should be the  growing nation with a future which takes the long 
look ahead."  Tonight let us take our look long ahead — and set great goals for our  nation.  

To 21st Century America, let us pledge that:  Every child will begin school ready to 
learn, and graduate ready to  succeed. Every family will be able to succeed at home and at 
work —  and no child will be raised in poverty.  We will meet the challenge of the aging of 
America.  We will assure quality, affordable health care for all Americans. We will  make 
America the safest big country on earth. We will bring prosperity  to every American 
community.   

We will reverse the course of climate change and leave a cleaner, safer  planet.   
America will lead the world toward shared peace and prosperity, and the far 

frontiers of science and technology.  
And we will become at last what our founders2 pledged us to be so long ago — one 

nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.  
These are great goals, worthy of a great nation. We will not reach them all this year. 

Not even in this decade. But we will reach them.  
Let us remember that the first American revolution3 was not won with a single shot. 

The continent was not settled in a single year. The lesson of our history — and the lesson of 
the last seven years — is that great goals are reached step by step: always building on our 
progress, always gaining ground.  

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing still. 
 

 

                                                 
1 critère, niveau 
2 = founding fathers : les pères fondateurs, notamment ceux qui rédigèrent la Déclaration 
d’Indépendance et la Constitution 
3 = The War of Independence. L’expression « American Revolution » est généralement préférée, car 
moins belliciste, plus glorieuse sans doute 


